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Minutes of meeting held 01/03/2017 
Floor 4 Conference Centre, Civic Centre, Stoke-on-Trent City Council 

 
 

Agenda: 
 
1. Welcome and introduction, and Apologies 
2. Minutes of Last Meeting (19/01/2017)  
3. Declarations of Interest 
4. Growth Hub Presentation 
5. ESF Opt-In Update 
6. ERDF Update 
7. EAFRD Update 
8. Grants for Growth full application 
9.        Any Other Business 
 

 

 
1. Welcome and introduction 
 

1.1. The Chair (Jonathan Dale - JD) welcomed attendees to the meeting. It was agreed that 
a note from the Chair should be issued to remind members of the importance of 
attending future meetings.  

1.2. Apologies were received from Roger Allonby, Cllr Philip Atkins, Frances Beatty, 
Harjinder Dharmi, Cllr Terrence Follows, Emma Johnson, Joanne Jury, Trevor 
McMillan, Sarah Robinson, Joanne Rushton and Len Tildsley.  

 
2. Minutes of 19/01/2017 meeting  
 

2.1. Sub-committee members agreed that the minutes were a true record of the previous 
meeting. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

3.1. JD asked sub-committee members to declare any expressions of interest. 
3.2.  The following was declared: Cllr Gordon Alcott, Item 8. 
   

 
4. Growth Hub Presentation 
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4.1.  JD welcomed Nicola Kent from the Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Growth Hub. 
Nicola provided an overview of the Growth Hub and an update on progress being made 
on the ERDF-supported activities. A summary report accompanies these minutes.  

4.2. JD thanked Nicola on behalf the members for her useful update. 
 

5. ESF Opt-In Update 
 
5.1. Inderjit Sangera (IS) confirmed that £659k of ‘transition’ funds would be moved from 

Greater Birmingham and Solihull (GB&S) LEP to Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire (S&S) 
LEP’s allocation. This would allow a linked Call for priority 2.1 to be made involving both 
LEP areas. IS advised that the management information provided may take some time to 
correctly show that the funds have been transferred. On a quarterly basis, S&S will need 
to update GB&S on spend and outputs.    

5.2. Cllr Gordon Alcott (GA) reported his involvement in meetings and that the transfer of 
funds had been agreed by the GB&S Board. JD confirmed that the terms were agreed 
and in place. 

5.3. Mark Connell (MC) explained the role of non-opt-in providers to meet those gaps in 
provision by the opt-in providers. MC tabled a draft document that will be used by 
providers, once agreed, to report on outputs by S&S council districts. A copy 
accompanies these minutes. Any comments from members can be forwarded to either 
MC or Nigel Senior (NS). 

5.4. IS reported that additional allocations of funds, totalling €58m in England, will be made 
for Transitional and Less Developed categories of region. The calculation of allocations 
for all LEP areas will be made w/c 13/03/2017. There may be some scope to determine 
these outputs to be achieved locally; alternatively, a programme-wide allocation may be 
made. 

5.5. To clarify a question about the €/£ exchange rate, DC stated that it remains at 1€/£0.78. 
At present it is not known when the rate may be reviewed. JD confirmed that the sub-
committee has previously asked for clarification from central government, and will do so 
again, in response to a suggestion that either Cllr Philip Atkins (PA) or Sir Albert Bore 
could be asked to raise this again. The exchange rate could have an impact on the 
value that can be allocated to the final Calls for all ESIF current programmes. 

 
6. ERDF Update  

 
6.1. DC summarised the principal changes since his report at the January meeting, 

contained in the paper circulated prior to the meeting. 
6.2. The PA1 December Call has resulted in an outline application from Keele University. 

This is currently being assessed by DCLG, particularly in relation to its match to 
domestic priorities and value for money.  As the application requests funds £2.3m in 
excess of the Call value, the April sub-committee meeting will be an important 
opportunity for its strategic fit and value for money to be considered. The Call does 
allow the Managing Authority the right to invite to full application projects that have a 
cumulative value higher than the indicative value. A March Call for PA1, date of issue to 
be confirmed, will focus on digital innovation. DC explained that this Call will go ahead, 
even though the allocation exceeds 75% of the PA1 total funds up to 2023, as the 
December Call application is still in assessment.  In due course, the Growth 
Programme Board will need to give its agreement to the commitment of the PA1 budget 
if it exceeds the 75% threshold.  

6.3. There are no PA2 projects, but the sub-committee is keen to see an early summer Call. 
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6.4. The withdrawal of the Leek Mill PA3 project has had the effect of reducing the gap 
between the percentage budget allocated and outputs to be delivered by 2023. There 
will be a March 2017 PA3 Call of £1.5m with a focus on incubation. 

6.5. There have been no changes in relation to PA4 since January. 
6.6. There will be a £3.5m PA6 Call in March 2017. 
6.7. DC reported that a substantial number of SSLEP claims from live projects for 2016 

were being reviewed and have been paid by the Managing Authority. We are looking to 
include this data in management information; this will be provided once projects had 
submitted a full year of claims.  At this stage it is clear that both spend and outputs are 
below the level forecast. This is largely due to the delays in projects starting, which was 
due to a number of factors. There is therefore some slippage from 2016 to 2017.   

 
7. EAFRD Update 
 

7.1. In the absence of a RPA representative, the meeting considered the paper previously 
circulated. A number of improvements to the application process have been made, 
including a shorter expression of interest form and a 12-month application window. A 
new Call was launched on 26 January, focused on tourism infrastructure, food 
processing and business development.  

7.2. NS reported that the Rodbaston event in January attracted about 80 rural businesses 
and was considered to be successful in raising the profile of rural funding opportunities.  
There are two significant tourism infrastructure projects in the pipeline; one has been 
submitted and the other is due soon. 

7.3. LEADER, not under this sub-committee’s jurisdiction, is making an impact with its 
smaller grants. There 13 projects with a combined grant value of £300k and further 
projects in the pipeline.   

7.4. It is clear that the EAFRD element of the ESIF programme has the potential to make a 
positive impact. 

 
8. Grants for Growth full application  
 

8.1. MC explained that it was a condition that any grants in excess of £100k must be 
referred to the sub-committee. The appraisal report on the application from RSD 
Pressings Limited was circulated prior to the meeting. The grant of £101,910 is sought 
as part of a £339,700 investment in a 300-tonne mechanical progression press. This 
will allow the firm to bid for contracts it does not currently have the capacity to do. The 
average grant cost of the 11 jobs created is £9,265, which is considered to be very 
good value for money. 

8.2. Four other grant bids have been recently considered by the Grants for Growth project. 
8.3. Members agreed to support the application and considered it to be a good fit with the 

sub-committee’s priorities and very good value for money. 
 

9. Any other Business  
 
9.1. No other business was raised. 

 
10.  Date, time and venue of next meeting  
 
5 April 2017, from 16.00 to 18.00, venue to be confirmed. 
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Annex A  

 
List of Agreed Actions from 01/03/2017 SSLEP Sub-Committee Meeting  

 

Agenda 

Item  

Action Action Assigned to 

1 A Chairman’s note is to be issued separately from the minutes to 
encourage attendance at the 5 April meeting. 

NS/JD 

5 JD to ask Cllr Philip Atkins if he could seek further clarification 
from the Growth Board on the programme exchange rate value. 

JD/PA 
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Annex B Attendee List  
 

Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire ESI Funds Sub-Committee 01/03/2017 meeting 
 

Chair & Deputy Chair: 

Name, title and organisation Sector/Organisation 
Representing 

Jonathan Dale Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire 
LEP Board member (Chair) 

Darren Cope DCLG (Deputy Chair) 

 

Sub-Committee Members: 

Name, title and organisation Sector/Organisation 
Representing 

Cllr Gordon Alcott Southern Staffordshire District 
Authorities 

Dr Mark Bacon Keele University 

Ieuan Ellis  Staffordshire University 

Jill Norman Support Staffordshire 

Inderjit Sangera DWP 

Sara Williams Staffordshire Chamber of 
Commerce 

Glen Watson Cannock Chase District Council 

Cllr Mark Winnington Staffordshire County Council 

Andrea Whitworth BEIS 

Julian Woolford Natural England 

 

Others in attendance (non-members - including secretariat): 

Name, title and organisation Sector/Organisation 
Representing 

David Coghill DCLG 

Mark Connell Stoke-on-Trent City Council 

Nicola Kent Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire 
Growth Hub 

Nigel Senior Staffordshire County Council 

 
Apologies: 

Name, title and organisation Sector/Organisation 
Representing 

Roger Allonby RPA 

Cllr Philip Atkins Staffordshire County Council 

Frances Beatty Rural Forum 

Cllr Abigail Brown Stoke-on-Trent City Council 

Harjinder Dharmi DWP 

Cllr Terrence Follows Stoke-on-Trent City Council 

Emma Johnson Natural England 

Joanne Jury RPA 

Trevor McMillan Keele University 

Joanne Rushton  DWP 

Sarah Robinson Stoke-on-Trent College 



   
 

6 
 

Len Tildsley Leek and Buxton College 

 
 


